RATE Issues - Winter 2018, issue no. 2, volume 22, ISSN 1844-6159

Potentials of Voicespice for EFL/ESP Teaching. A Real Experience from an

Indonesian Teacher

by Anisa Putri Cahyani, Joko Nurkamto, Sumardi, Universitas Sebelas Maret
Keywords: voice recording, voicespice, online teaching tool

Abstract: This present article depicts teaching experience applying
voicespice to help teaching English in Indonesia. Voicespice is a
web-based online voice recorder which in this article is reported
beneficial in supporting teaching learning materials, practice, and

assessment. From two features provided in Voicespice, teaching

ideas can be developed in accordance with the instructional needs. ‘
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Based on the experience, Voicespice is used for testing, giving L.” RS\

feedback, practicing, recording speech, and playing game. It has valuable potentials to

support language teachers to develop teaching method.

Dilemma in the use of technology for having benefits and barriers, as reviewed by Appana
(2008), sometimes is inevitable for teachers and students. Dawes (2001) noted several
reasons why teachers stop using technology in the classroom. Some of them are in
accordance with the situation among the teachers in Indonesia. First, technology which is
considered helpful for instructional process turns to be a separated additional workload that
requires time to get familiar with. Second, there is less interest in technological use and
preference for traditional way of teaching and learning. Third, tools or features which are
required to support the use of technology can be another problem when the users cannot
afford them. These factors close the doors of positive-benefits possibilities of using

technology to support instructional process.

Technology actually offers help to attract students and keep them contact with learning
materials, because challenges are still there in teaching and learning English, especially in the
countries where English is not used as communication tool on a daily basis. English is seen as
a supplementary language, which is used limitedly in classroom scope. English teachers often

find it hard to help students reach desired proficiency due to the quality of teaching and
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learning, mostly in the aspects that actually technology may help such as in material supports,
practices (Bhagat, 2012), and assessment (Pop, 2013).

Voicespice can be an alternative tool which has potential for those three things: material
supports, practices, and assessment. This web-based tool provides online audio recording
service which is free, does not require signups, and is easily applicable for almost everybody.
Users just need a computer or smart phone connected to the internet and open the web page
www.voicespice.com from their browsers and start recording. Users can simply share the
links of their voice recordings for other people to listen. With two main facilities offered that
are: voice tag and voice recorder, based on my experience, | think voicespice is

recommended for language teachers.

The first feature is voice spice recorder. Unlike common voice recorders tools in phones or
computers, this web-based tool can store users’ voice which has web link to share the
uploaded recordings without spending any storage capacity in users’ device, unless they
download the audio files. The picture below shows the recording facility. Users can choose
between two tabs: record audio (to record their voice then upload it) and text-to-speech (to
change texts into voice).
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Figure 1. Webpage View of Voicespice Audio Recorder

With this feature, | have done several activities related to English Language Teaching. First,
reading aloud test. To cut off testing time, students are to do reading aloud test at home and
teachers will receive the webpage links connected to students’ audio recording. This activity
is also good for pronunciation practice, supporting students’ self evaluation and that teachers

can check the audio anytime. Second, recorded conversation between students will help
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teacher identify students’ ability in dialog as well as discover their learning need. Once, |
applied this when teaching English for Airport Occupational Purpose when they were
practicing situational conversations at the check-in counter. Since the time was limited and |
had 13 students, | asked them to practice dialogs in pair while recording it using voicespice.
By this, | could do better analysis on their utterances and provide helpful advice for them.
Another good thing is that | was not burdened with the use of data storage in my device
memory. Related to it, as the third activity, | gave my students online feedback by recording
my voice. Doing this immediately after my analysis felt good, because | was feeling there
was lesser chance of missing ideas. The last one is that teachers can use voicespice audio
recorder for a listening test. Text-to-speech may be worth a try, since text is changed to be
audio version by a native speaker of English; however, sometimes it had problems with stress
and intonation. Thus, I used to record my voice if | wanted them to listen to stories, problems,

or any other audio tasks.

The second feature is voice tag. It is an audio survey which accommodates open discussion.
A user, who can be teacher or students, can open a discussion or survey to hear other users’
responses or statements. As shown in the picture below, some information related to voice tag
needs to be filled out. Hashtag is the title, description provides direction or instruction,
meanwhile your handle informs about the survey creator. Then the last part is questions,
which are customable, presenting problems that require responses in the form of short
question.
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START A GAME OF VOICE TAG!

Figure 2. Creating a VVoice Tag / Survey with Voicespice
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Several activities are possible to arrange with this facility. Everyone can open a survey and
users can participate by inputting their voice as a response as long as they know the link to
the survey. Within the survey, each web browser can only give one voice from a user in one
day. Based on my experience, by using voice tag, teachers can manage activities such as:
games, debates, discussions, problem solving, public speaking practice, and one-minute talks.
| have tried applying voice tag for a problem-solving game. This idea came up when | was
thinking about the way to force students to speak without being dependent on a text. They
were not confident, which can be seen when | instructed them to give impromptu speech or
answer, as they wrote the text first, then simply read it. With this game, | gave them a
scenario of a daily life problems to resolve based on their own perspectives. Students will be
scored based on their timely response and logical answer. Another experience is that of one-
minute talks. The survey contained a simple question, it was more like a beauty pageant
questions, for example: if you were born to be a superhero, what would you do for this
world? The students must upload their 1-minute speech as their survey response. This was
done in class, but I believe it will work even outside the class or in distance learning. After
the responses were collected, | revealed them all in front of the class. However, students were
not patient enough to wait until all responses were collected. They played the earlier audio
recordings that are accessible as long as users have the webpage link to the survey.

To wrap up, voicespice has valuable potentials to support language teaching and learning
process in the aspects of teaching material, practice, and assessment. Further research and
teaching ideas in this domain are very welcome to reach more comprehensive exploration and

experience.
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